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= Members and Staff

Donita Devance, Marsha Gordon,
MCRP MPH PhD

Jennifer Hemler, Daniel Lima, Maria Pellerano, Brittany Sullivan, Yvette Ortiz Beaumont,
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE
2024 Goals

Goal 1: Develop and implement innovative methods, tools, and approaches with community, health
care, and patient partners to advance translational science, improve health, and promote equity
through pragmatic and scientifically rigorous science (i.e., bring novel learnings from our local
ecosystem to the CTSA consortium).

Goal 2: Foster patient-centered, inclusive translational science by developing educational and
training resources for community members to facilitate their robust engagement in translational
research programs (i.e., empower community members to actively engage and shape
translational research).

Goal 3: Develop educational and training resources for research professionals on best practices for
patient and community engagement and dissemination that trains our researchers to communicate
effectively with multiple audiences to impact public health policy (i.e., teach our researchers how
to communicate effectively with multiple audiences to impact public health policy)
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One-on-One Consultations
Project-specific input to enhance research
design, implementation, and
dissemination.

Community Engagement Virtual Salons
Structured virtual approach to engaging
members of the community for their
meaningful guidance and input on specific
research ideas or studies.

Network of Networks

Connecting to experts through our
Network of Networks to help build and
sustain long-lasting relationships.

PRINCETON
UNIVERSITY

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE

Services

Partnership and Innovation Pilot Program
Stipend to facilitate pilots in need of funding for a
community partner for engagement activities.

Community Scientist Program

Training and engaging community members
interested in effective and safe human subjects
training while providing researchers with rapid
feedback from expert community members for
culturally relevant projects.

Knowledge Dissemination

Methods to make research results accessible,
understandable, and actionable for the
community, fostering a collaborative and informed
approach to addressing community needs.
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$5,000,000 + LHS received 25+ virtual salons 36 Community 300+ Consultations $140,000 awarded
in federal funding conducted Scientists trained (2019 - present) in pilot grants
Signature Programs Engagement in Research Outcomes
* Awarded RADx-UP award for the NJ HEROES TOO — New Jersey * Funded 14 innovative research projects in collaboration with local
Healthcare Essential Worker Outreach and Education Study — organizations.
Testing Overlooked Occupations * Published 20 peer-reviewed articles and presented at 50 national
* Developed Virtual Community Engagement Salons and international conferences to highlight outcomes from
* Developed the Community Scientist Program and corresponding community-engaged research.
completion badge * Partnered with UIC CTSA to introduce CIRTification, a tool designed
* Launched CTSA Compendium of D&I Catalogs to help researchers engage community members in their work.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE

Community Research Consultations

3

The community engagement core offers a variety of project-
specific consultation services to enhance research design,
implementation, and dissemination. The service is available
to community stakeholders and all researchers at Rutgers
University, New Jersey Institute of Technology, and
Princeton University.

This consultation is a free service. The information you
provide is confidential and will not be shared.
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MOBILE HEALTH
TO PROMOTE SUN PROTECTION IN
LATINX COMMUNITY

The NJ ACTS Community Engagement
Virtual Salon (CEVS) creates a space
to provide

COMMUNITY

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
CLINIC
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immediate feedback to the researcher
on specific areas of concern before the
research project is implemented.

njacts.rbhs.rutgers.edulcommunity
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NEW JERSEY FAMILY LEAVE
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The NJ ACTS Community Engagement
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eates a space
for community stakeholders to provide
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INTERVENTION TO IMPROVE ADULT BLOOD PRESSURE

input in the davelopment

The NJ ACTS Community Engagement
Virtual Salon (CEVS) creates a space
for community stakeholders to provide
immediate feedback to the researcher
on specific areas of concern before the
research project is implemented

njacts.rbhs.rutgers.edu/community

immediate feedback to the researcher
on specific areas of concern before the
research project is implemented.

edu/community

Djocts.cbhs.rutgers.
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Community Engagement Virtual Salons
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FEATURING:

DEVELOPING A MUSIC-BASED
APPLICATION

COMMUNITY
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SALONS

The NJ ACTS Community Engagement
Virtual Salon (CEVS) creates a space
for community stakeholders to provide
immediate feedback to the researcher
on specific areas of concern before the
research project is implemented.

njacts.rbhs.rutgers.edu/community
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CONNECTING
YOU WITH
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RECOVER, A PEDIATRIC LONG
COVID STUDY
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The NJ ACTS Community Engagement
Virtual Salon (CEVS) creates a space
for community stakeholders to provide
immediate feedback to the researcher
on specific areas of concern before the
research project is implemented

njacts.rbhs.rutgers.adu/community

VOICES

FEATURING:

NON-EMERGENCY OR NO
CHOLECYSTECTOMY CARE

most common digestive disease
roquiring outpationt and inpatient
abdominal surgery in the US)
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The NJ ACTS Community Engagement
Virtual Salon (CEVS) creates a space
for community stakeholders to provide
immediate feedback to the researcher
on specific areas of concern before the
research project is implemented
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HOME ~ ABOUT  CONTACT  NEWSLETTER  TRENDING NEWS

SciTechDaily

BIOLOGY = CHEMISTRY EARTH HEALTH PHYSICS SCIENCE SPACE TECHNOLOGY

CEIRILTEN NOVEMBER 20, 2023 | NIGHTY-NIGHT OR NOT QUITE RIGHT? UNPACKING THE MELATONIN CRAZE AMONG THE

HOME HEALTH NEWS

The Power of Prevention: Transforming
Healthcare for a Healthier Future

TOPICS: Healthcare Public Health Rutgers University
BYRUTGERS UNIVERSITY  MAY 2, 2023

tpatient elective

SUBSCRIBE

SciTechDaily: Home of the best science and
technology news since 1998. Keep up with the latest
scitech news via email or social media.

> Subscribe Free to Email Digest

We recommend

Navigating IBS-D Together. Insights from Healthcare Professionals and
Patients

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE

Community Engagement Virtual Salons

@ B MainDatab Grants - Airtable X~ 5 The Power of Prevention: Transfo X +

C Y & scitechdaily.com

How is Rutgers working to increase primary care knowledge in underserved communities?

Shawna Hudson, the co-director of community engagement for NJ ACTS, and my research mentor, is
researching how representatives rooted in the community can help healthcare providers and
researchers better understand how we can use community engagement to involve people in a
communities’ preventive care as to decrease risk factors for chronic disease before they need
hospital-based care and, more importantly, emergency surgery.

One initiative is the Community Engagement Virtual Salons, which help researchers and health care
providers at NJ ACTS engage with patients and community members about how biomedical and
clinical research leads to action through understanding disease and then enacting policy. In these
sessions, the public serves as experts to provide feedback from a community perspective. This allows
the medical profession to build relationships with community partners and increase the culturally
sensitive participation of hard-to-reach populations.
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CJFHC

Family Health Consortiun

The Arc.

of New Jersey

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE

Network of Networks

737 Active Members
378 Academic o 228 Community Based e 68 Healthcare

FeseriiNJ

ResearchwithNJ.com

A NEW JERSEY HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION
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CIRTification Training

CIRTification Training

Effective July 1, 2022, The Rutgers Human Subjects Protection Program (HSPP) will
begin offering an alternative educational training option for human subject research

known as CIRTification.

What is CIRTification?

CIRTification is a new human subjects research training option for individuals in
community organizations that was developed by Dr. Emily Anderson (Center for
Clinical and Translational Science, University of Illinois) to provide core research
ethics in lay language. CIRTification is a free, web-based human research
protections training program tailored specifically to the needs and roles of
community research partners. The program is currently offered in both English and

in Spanish.

Community Scientist Program

COMMUNITY
SCIENTIST
PROGRAM

_ NJacts

Are you a community member interested in getting
involved and learning how human subject research can be
conducted effectively and safely in your communities?

It's as easy as these simple steps:
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Community
Scientist

NJ Alliance for
Clinical and

Translational Science
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Knowledge Dissemination
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Original investigation | Public Health
Black and Latinx Community Perspectives on COVID-19 Mitigation Behaviors,

€) NJocts| WEEKLY DIGEST

" WEW JERSEY ALLIAMLE FOR CLINICAL Testing, and Vaccines
ﬂry. h\L I ‘:ﬂ h "lﬁ' Iu""' =I'I'- h "'} Manwel E. Jimenez, MD, MS; Zorimar Rivera-Nufez. PhD, MS; Benjamin F. Crabtree, PhiD; Diane HIIL PhD; Marla B. Peberano, Ma, MBA, MPH; Donita Devance, MCRF;
EOMMLUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE neiz vacera. I 3 M. Fante. M Emily S et FD- Ve . s MO

Riaynold & Fansttier X, MD; Shawna V. Hudson, PhD
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COVID9 pandemic, yet ht i perspecti
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= Goal Summary

COMMUNITY RESEARCHERS

y Community SienceTralning Researcher Training for inclusive research protocol
2o 2 S v'.:‘ to grow our cohort of . .
CIRTIflcatlon ¥ ' y research savvy community development and |mp|e me ntatlon

members and health care
Gt Gt oS
Toon y stakeholders able to offer

CIRTification Online Community - 2nd focdbact for - EECHO Community and Patient Engagement 101
o - e translational science projects. . . ..
CIRTification Online s a Scientist Recruitment skill development training

free, web-based human

e ot alored Program  Re¥ Sl (M F o5 " Building and sustaining research partnerships

A specifically to the needs . . . . .
‘ and roles of community Creating materials responsive to diverse educational

research partners.

& linguistic needs

VLB Lol — Years 2 - 6

COMMUNITY & RESEARCHERS

Virtual Salons — Years 1-6
Community Docent — Years 3 -6

Community Voucher Program —Years 2 - 6
PIAP transitions to stipend to facilitate pilots in
need of funding for a community partner for
engagement activities

Manny Jimenez, MD,
MS, FAAP

Diane Hill, PhD
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