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Members and Staff



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE
Advisory Board

• 8 NJ HEROES TOO partners and 
• 2 new community linkages

PARTNERS
PARTNership for Engagement in Research Studies



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE
2024 Goals

Goal 1: Develop and implement innovative methods, tools, and approaches with community, health 

care, and patient partners to advance translational science, improve health, and promote equity 

through pragmatic and scientifically rigorous science (i.e., bring novel learnings from our local 

ecosystem to the CTSA consortium).

Goal 2: Foster patient-centered, inclusive translational science by developing educational and 

training resources for community members to facilitate their robust engagement in translational 

research programs (i.e., empower community members to actively engage and shape 

translational research). 

Goal 3: Develop educational and training resources for research professionals on best practices for 

patient and community engagement and dissemination that trains our researchers to communicate 

effectively with multiple audiences to impact public health policy (i.e.,  teach our researchers how 

to communicate effectively with multiple audiences to impact public health policy)



• One-on-One Consultations
Project-specific input to enhance research 
design, implementation, and 
dissemination.

• Community Engagement Virtual Salons
Structured virtual approach to engaging 
members of the community for their 
meaningful guidance and input on specific 
research ideas or studies.

• Network of Networks 
Connecting to experts through our 
Network of Networks to help build and 
sustain long-lasting relationships.

• Partnership and Innovation Pilot Program
Stipend to facilitate pilots in need of funding for a 
community partner for engagement activities.

• Community Scientist Program
Training and engaging community members 
interested in effective and safe human subjects 
training while providing researchers with rapid 
feedback from expert community members for 
culturally relevant projects.

• Knowledge Dissemination
Methods to make research results accessible, 
understandable, and actionable for the 
community, fostering a collaborative and informed 
approach to addressing community needs.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE
Services



$5,000,000 + LHS received 
in federal funding

$140,000 awarded 
in pilot grants

300+  Consultations 
(2019 – present)

25+ virtual salons 
conducted

36 Community
Scientists trained

Signature Programs Engagement in Research Outcomes

• Awarded RADx-UP award for the NJ HEROES TOO – New Jersey 
Healthcare Essential Worker Outreach and Education Study – 
Testing Overlooked Occupations

• Developed Virtual Community Engagement Salons
• Developed the Community Scientist Program and corresponding 

completion badge
• Launched CTSA Compendium of D&I Catalogs

• Funded 14 innovative research projects in collaboration with local 
organizations.

• Published 20 peer-reviewed articles and presented at 50 national 

and international conferences to highlight outcomes from 
community-engaged research.

• Partnered with UIC CTSA to introduce CIRTification, a tool designed 
to help researchers engage community members in their work.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE
High Level Successes and Outcomes



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE
Community Research Consultations

The community engagement core offers a variety of project-
specific consultation services to enhance research design, 
implementation, and dissemination.  The service is available 
to community stakeholders and all researchers at Rutgers 
University, New Jersey Institute of Technology, and 
Princeton University.

This consultation is a free service.  The information you 
provide is confidential and will not be shared.



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE
Community Engagement Virtual Salons



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE
Community Engagement Virtual Salons



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE
Network of Networks

737 Active Members
378 Academic  • 228 Community Based  • 68 Healthcare

Data pulled: 11/27/2023



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE
Community Scientist Program



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE
Knowledge Dissemination



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE
Knowledge Dissemination



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CORE
Goal Summary

RESEARCHERSCOMMUNITY

COMMUNITY & RESEARCHERS

Researcher Training for inclusive research protocol 
development and implementation

• Community and Patient Engagement 101
• Recruitment skill development training
• Building and sustaining research partnerships
• Creating materials responsive to diverse educational 

& linguistic needs

                              Years 2 - 6

CIRTification

Community
Scientist 
Program

Years 1 - 6

Community Science Training 
to grow our cohort of 
research savvy community 
members and health care 
stakeholders able to offer 
valuable insight, suggestions 
and feedback for 
translational science projects .

Virtual Salons – Years 1-6
Community Docent – Years 3 -6
Community Voucher Program – Years 2 - 6

PIAP transitions to stipend to facilitate pilots in 
need of funding for a community partner for 
engagement activities

Alfred Tallia, MD, MPH

Diane Hill, PhD Manny Jimenez, MD, 
MS, FAAP



Thank You!
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